International Trips Policy
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1. Chaperone to student ratio will be no less than 1 chaperone to 10 students.

2. Travel tickets and costs for chaperones shall be divided among the student travelers.

3. Chaperones are selected by the trip coordinators with approval of school administration. 

4. The Assumption High School administration reserves the right to make final decisions regarding any applicant’s travel participation and requirements.

5. Travel Dates:
Travel dates are determined based upon the school calendar, flight availability and cost and approval of the school administration. In the case of GAPP, trip dates are additionally coordinated based on the German school calendar, the Landshuter Hochzeit dates, and approval from the German school administration.

6. Deviation from Travel Dates:

a. Outbound Flight – United States to Foreign Country
Students who are unable to depart with the group, but still want to participate in the trip, may be allowed to do so on an individual basis. The criteria are:
i. get approval from the trip coordinator(s) and school administration.
ii. GAPP participants need approval from the German coordinators and the hosting family.

iii. have an approved adult chaperone.
iv. bear all additional costs for the non-group flight, including those of the chaperone, if required.
v. be responsible for making and paying for the booking of the non-group flight, using the same airlines as that for the group. 
vi. be responsible for all planned group trip costs, no refunds for any missed trip itinerary items. 
b. Return Flight – Foreign Country to United States

Students who desire to extend their stay beyond the dates of the trip may do so based on the following criteria:

i. submit letter from parent requesting extended stay. 

ii. get approval from the trip coordinator (s) and school administration.
iii. bear all additional costs involved with flights, transportation, housing and meals.

iv. GAPP participants will also need approval from their hosting family (to be submitted to either the German or American GAPP coordinator) if they are extending their stay with their host family.
v. Release form signed by Assumption High School trip coordinator (s), parent (s) and receiving family.
7. Trip Cancellation:

Trips will be cancelled if the United States State Department judges a destination to be an unfriendly nation/unsafe for travel. This decision will be made at the latest possible time if necessary.

8. Return Trips:

The school and chaperones will make every possible effort to route return trips through safe countries, states, and cities if the United States State Department judges an area to be unsafe.

9. The school shall furnish each parent with emergency contact numbers in case a family needs to contact a traveling student

10. All laws, policies and regulations of the United States, Wisconsin, the Diocese of La Crosse and Assumption High School are in effect throughout the trip (see also: Behavior Standards and Contract)

11. Forms each parent/student must have on file with the school and/or chaperones:

a. Student/Parent Handbook understanding statement on file in the school’s main office.

b. Diocesan Field trip form

c. Emergency Contact/Medical Release Form 

d. Behavior Contract, signed by both parent and student traveler

e. Physical Fitness Exam, no earlier than 10 months prior to departure date
f. Health History Form

g. Medical Power of Attorney, bi or multilingual if feasible
12. Parents and students must submit the following information:

a. 2 copies of signed passport pages (1st two pages)

b. a valid credit card number including name on card, expiration date and verification number to be used by chaperone strictly in case of an emergency.
