GAPP Trip Refund Policy
Draft 8-2009, Revised 3-2010, 2-2012,8-2012
The GAPP trip to Germany is an educational and cultural exchange with the Hans-Leinberger Gymnasium in Germany. It is a school to school, family to family exchange. This emphasis on experiencing everyday family and school life helps keep costs low. Additionally, costs are further minimized due to the fact that the GAPP coordinators make the necessary arrangements and reservations for all tours and excursions. No third party travel company, e.g. ISE or EF, is used for making reservations or tour and transportation arrangements. A travel agent may be used for purchase of airline tickets and travelers’ insurance. Once families commit to the trip, Assumption High School is not obligated to issue any refunds. Families may be eligible for partial refunds for cancellations based on their selected travelers’ insurance plan. (see summaries of sample plans and the approximate costs below)
Travel Application Process:

Students who choose to travel to Germany must meet the following criteria:
· be enrolled in German.

· have completed 2 years of German study and have as well as maintain a cumulative grade average in German of B- or consent of instructor and administration.

· have hosted a German student. 

· meet AHS eligibility requirements for participation in extra-curricular activities.

· undergo  a physical examination(signed by a licensed physician or advanced practice nurse prescriber) no later than 10 months prior to the travel date.

· be current on all financial obligations to Assumption Catholic Schools (A.C.S. Financial Policy P3120.1)

· agree to follow all AHS rules and behavior standards which apply to field trips and participation in extra-curricular activities.

· submit two letters of recommendation, as well as administrative approval of the application.

· be registered for the next level of German coursework and continue their German language studies upon completion of their GAPP participation.

Travel Application Process:

The GAPP coordinator (s) and A.C.S. administration review all applicants’ records and letters of recommendation in June of even numbered years, i.e. approximately one year before the travel dates. Applicants who are at risk both academically and behaviorally based on school records will be declared ineligible for continued GAPP participation for travel to Germany. Likewise, families, whose accounts are in arrears at the time of the student’s application for travel, will also be denied any further participation in GAPP.  Applicants who are denied travel immediately after this review will have their deposit monies returned to them. Please note that applicants who fail to meet the above criteria after the initial review process are not granted any refunds through A.C.S. Such must be sought through the selected travel insurance policy. Reviews of GAPP applicant academic, behavior and financial records are done periodically throughout the GAPP travel year, with a final check done at the end of the school year shortly before the departure date.

Payment Schedule

June 1st (Even Years) $500 Deposit
This deposit commits the student for travel to Germany. GAPP coordinators solicit quotes and make reservations based on the number of students committed to traveling and required number of chaperones.
September 1st (Even Years) $500 Payment, Payment #1

January 15th  (Odd Years)$500 Payment #2

March 15th
(Odd Years) Balance Due, Final Payment*

AHS Administration and the GAPP coordinators reserve the right to further divide this payment, as needed.
Sample Travel Insurance Coverage Plans, Source Travel Guard Website 2- 2012
· Basic Traveler’s Insurance

$50 per student, reimburses flight costs for cancellations due to death, health/injury issues, natural disasters, inclement weather, strikes, terrorist incidents, or home destruction.
· Gold Plan with Protection Assistance

$67 per student, reimburses up to 50% of the trip costs cancelled for any reason for additional $30.

· Platinum Plan with Protection Assistance

$100 per student, reimburses up to 70% of the trip costs cancelled for any reason for an additional $40. 
All plans also charge an additional $7 processing fee.
N.B. The final determination of any student’s participation in GAPP lies with the Assumption High School administration and/or the GAPP coordinator(s).

I have read and I understand the GAPP Participation Requirements. I have also read and I understand what, if any refunds, I may be entitled to if the trip has to be cancelled.
____________________




__________________

Signature






Date
